






2824 N. Penn Ave. • 405-528-2824 • Rococo-Restaurant.com

OKC Pride 2016
Free To Love! 

Have Dinner with Your Friends at 28th & Penn.

Please join us Tuesday, June 28th 6:00-9:00pm 
for a Give Back Night to benefit

Portion of all sales will be donated to OACF

We do catering too. 
Parties, weddings 
and fundraisers.
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LET TER FROM
OKC PRIDE PRESIDENT: 
MICHAEL CLARK

As the president of OKC Pride Inc, I am honored to welcome you to OKC Pride 2016. This is our 29th year             
celebrating the LGBTQ community in Oklahoma and our theme this year is “Free to Love”. OKC Pride has 
become the largest privately-held festival and parade in Oklahoma each year and we are thrilled that you have 
chosen to join us for Pride Week events (June 20-26), the Equality Concert (June 24), Pride Arts Festival (June 
25-26), and OKC Pride Parade (June 26).

OKC Pride has not only grown from a small community parade into an event attracting more than 75,000             
attendees but from a single-day parade to a week-long celebration across Oklahoma City. OKC Pride as an           
organization works throughout the year to fulfill its mission of leadership in health, education, and outreach to 
the LGBTQ community. Since OKC Pride 2015, we hosted our second Halloween Block Party on 39th Street, 
Christmas reception for LGBTQ organizational leaders, Transgender Valentine Banquet, Second Chance Prom, 
and the Second Annual OKC Pride Mental Health Symposium, in addition to supporting numerous community 
events and organizations. 

OKC Pride 2016’s theme “Free to Love” is a recognition of how far we have come as our OKC Pride Parade this 
year falls on the one-year anniversary of the Supreme Court’s decision on marriage equality. Celebrating our 
successes and unique diversity of the LGBTQ community is an important part of what annual Pride celebra-
tions represent but this is only part of its importance. Pride is also an opportunity for those who may come from 
non-supportive communities, families, churches or other backgrounds to see the size, scope and level of support 
offered to them by the LGBTQ community and its supporters. It also provides the best venue for our myriad of 
support organizations to reach those in need of their services.

I want to thank all of our supporters, attendees, volunteers, vendors, sponsors, donors, and Board of Directors
for making OKC Pride 2016 a continued success. We look forward to an even brighter future for our                                   
organization and the LGBTQ community we represent.

        
        With pride,

        Michael Clark, President
        OKC Pride Inc.
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Lee Burris named 
Grand Marshal of 

2016 OKC Pride Parade
BY MICHAEL CL ARK, 

PRESIDENT  |   OKC PRIDE,  INC.

The OKC Pride Board of Directors 
has voted to honor Lee Burris as 
the Grand Marshal of the 2016 
OKC Pride Parade. Each year, the 
Board selects a Grand Marshal who 
has championed equality. Lee Bur-
ris was selected due to his past and 
ongoing contributions to the LG-
BTQ community. Recent honorees 
include Mary Arbuckle, the plain-
tiffs of the Oklahoma marriage
equality lawsuit and Bob Lemon. 
This year marks the 29th year for 
Oklahoma City’s Pride Parade,
which has become the largest 
parade in the state each year.

Lee Burris encountered a bit of cul-
ture shock in 1969 when he moved 
to Oklahoma City from San Fran-
cisco. After years in the bar and 
restaurant business, Mr. Burris
found an opportunity to lease the 
first floor of the Habana Inn in 
1988. It housed a bar called Gushers
Club but was mostly closed up. “A 
friend of mine was working the 

front desk and it wasn’t a gay hotel 
yet; they wouldn’t lease the club out, 
they wanted it to be straight,” said 
Burris. “Well, somewhere shortly 
after that they decided to lease to a 
gay operator so they called me.” In 
social environment that was not wel-
coming to the LGBT community, 
The Habana Inn, and Gushers Night-
club became safe havens for gay 
patrons. He later built The Finish-
line; renovated Gushers Restaurant
 and The Copa Nightclub into what 
they are today.

His skill in building support with 
community leaders helped him 
avoid any serious roadblocks but 
he does recall some pressure after 
renovating the club and renaming 
it The Copa. “The Oklahoma City 
Police would send in their trainees
and line them up along the rail 
above the dance floor.” In spite of 
the troubling times and these situ-
ations, Burris managed The Copa, 

Finishline, Gushers Restaurant,  and
Jungle Red gift shop for twelve 
years without any serious problems 
or incidents. Lee Burris may be best 
known today for his very successful 
restaurant, Ingrid’s Kitchen, as well 
as other bar and restaurant endeavors
in and around Oklahoma City. 

In addition to his business success, 
Lee Burris is a strong supporter of 
the LGBTQ community through 
charitable endeavors and contribu-
tions. When asked about his contri-
butions, Burris said, “I’m proud to 
do whatever I can and happy to be 
in a position to be able to give back 
to a community that has shown so 
much support.” This year’s OKC 
Pride Parade will be held on Sunday,
June 26 at 6pm on NW 39th Street 
from Classen to Youngs and will 
feature approximately one hundred 
entries. If you would like to enter 
a float, vehicle, band, or walking 
group in the OKC Pride Parade, 
please go to www.OKCPride.org.
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J@JDUNNINGTON

Our children deserve to grow up in an accepting, 
inclusive community where everyone is treated 
equally under Oklahoma law. Together, we can 
make progress for equality at the Capitol.

“      
”

Jason Dunnington 
Representative for House District 88

Diversity drives innovative solutions. Because 
ideas are better when everyone works together.

That’s why we’re proud to support 
the OKC Pride. We’re honored to be 
recognized as one of the 2016 Top 9 
Companies for LGBT Employees.

© 2016 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved.

equally 
innovative
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What does 
“Free to Love” 
mean to you?

FROM OKC PRIDE FACEBOOK PAGE

“Free to love…
With dreams growing bigger
With whole hears
With deep feelings
Free to love…
Without fear
Without hate
Without limitations.”
– Melissa Bonsall

“Free to love means that I got to 
marry my best friend in April. 
We can share our love with the 
world and not care who sees. 
Free to love is the absolute 
symbol of hope.” 
– Kiley Pollard

“Everyone has the right to love 
and marry, no judgement, only 
basic human rights.” 
– Crystal Maxey
 
“Approving of your children’s 
choices on who they love.” 
– Wendy Renee Swift
 
“I’m free to love anyone, no mat-
ter if we are the same sex or not.” 
– Lisa Nicole Burns
 
“Free to be me with who makes 
me happy.” – Ashley Cermak
 
“It’s what we are created for.” 
– Sara Cunningham
 

“This is a one race planet and it’s 
called the Human Race. So, for me, 
it means that most of this global 
population is realizing the truth… 
Human Race, Love…pass it on.” 
– Che Lucci
 
“U R free to love whoever U want 
no matter what people say.” 
– Alicia Estes Schuknecht

“Your heart wants what it wants.” 
– Sierra Montez
 
“Free to love the person you 
fell in love with no matter if 
it’s a boy or girl.” 
– Shenandoah Shepherd
 
“Free to love as a human right, 
without judgement. Marriage 
equality, love equality, life 
equality.” – Crystal Maxey
 
“On August 20, I get to marry my 
best friend and have our marriage 
recognized equally.” 
– Sartoris Tori Russell
 
“Happiness in the heart. Love is 
hope in the mind and freedom 
of the soul.” – Angela Abbott

 “Free to love and be with who 
makes you happy and whole.”
– Kesha Blakely
 
“Free it love is the equality that we 
should all have in the US.”
 – Ivy Graceland Archer
 
“You can share with everyone
 the love you have for that special 
person that has stood by you in 
good times and not so good.” 
– Ray Long
 
“Not being bound by close-
minded views of normality and 
being true to yourself and your 
significant other and not being 
afraid of showing that love.” 
– Jessica Peszynski

 
“Free for me to be able to love, 
marry and show my affection to 
my special someone in public 
and NOT be shamed by bigots.” 
– Debra Hix
 
“Love is the most powerful force 
in the world and attempts to place 
limits on who we can love is one of 
the most despicable forms of 
oppression.” – Jordan Frederick 
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UPSIDE DOWNUPSIDE DOWN
TURNING THE SANDWICH LUNCH TURNING THE SANDWICH LUNCH 

Tucked in between the Cock o’ the Walk 
and Guestroom Records at 36th & Western

The Sandwich Club
3703 N Western  OKC

Call ahead for fast pickup

405.525.0799
www.thesandwichclubokc.com

Hours:
Monday-Friday: 10:00-4:00

Saturday: 11:00-3:00
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Cornerstone Counseling 
& Consulting, Inc. 

40 
Our Mission  
 
The Mission of Cornerstone Counseling & Consulting is to 
provide a wide array of comprehensive, qualified services that 
will improve the quality of life for the persons served. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Advocating for Change” 

4001 North Classen Blvd. Suite 225 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma  73118 

Referrals please call 
Office:  (405) 231-3150 

Fax:  (405) 231-3157 
444 

 Assessment 
 
 Parenting Groups 

 
 Non Offending Sexual Abuse 

Parenting 
 
 Sexual Abuse Victim 

Empowerment (S.A.V.E.) 
 
 Sexual Abuse Family Education 

Groups (S.A.F.E.) 
 
 Substance Abuse Groups 

 
 VOICES – a self-discovery and 

empowerment group 
 

 Intensive outpatient for adult 
 

 Trauma Focused CBT 
 

 

& Consulting, Inc.  
4001 North Classen Blvd. suite 225     
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma  73118       
 (405) 231-3150        fax (405) 231-3157 
 
www.cornerstonecounseling-inc.org 
 
 

Services Provided:  Individual, Family, Group 
Counseling, Parenting Education, Anger 

Management, Sex Offender Individual and Group 
Counseling, Victim services, Case Management, 

Trauma Focused CBT and Gender Specific 
Therapeutic Intervention. 
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2016 PARADE
This year marks the 29th year for the OKC Pride Parade and it falls on June 26th, the one year 
anniversary of the Supreme Court decision affirming Marriage Equality. We anticipate approximately 
100 entries to celebrate the diversity of our community in their march down NW 39th Street from 
Classen to Youngs, so arrive early to find the best spot to watch. Expect a rainbow of color, showers 
of glitter and a great time for all Sunday, June 26th at 6pm.

If your business, non-profit, youth group, social organization or just a group of friends would like to 
enter the parade, you should register as soon as possible to secure premium placement. Floats, vehicle 
and walking groups will line up on the southbound lane of N Classen between NW 46th and NW 39th 
beginning at 4pm on Sunday, June 26. All entries must be in place by 5pm and each entry must have 
a designated parade captain as a point of contact for security. 

To register, go to OKCPride.org, click on 2016 OKC Pride and select Pride Parade Registration.

2016 PRIDE PARADE MAP
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The First Ladies of Disco will headline 
the Equality Concert on Friday, June 24
BY TAYLOR BRUNWALD

Put on your boogie shoes!  The 
First Ladies of Disco – Martha 
Wash, Evelyn “Champagne” King, 
and Anita Ward – are bringing 
disco back to the OKC Pride Block 
Party Concert, starting at 7 p.m. 
on Friday, June 24, on the 39th 
Street Strip.

The supergroup, who will debut 
their eleven-piece disco symphony 
here, formed after James Arena’s 
book First Ladies of Disco: 32 
Stars Discuss the Era and Their 
Singing Careers was released in 
2013. Together, the First Ladies of 
Disco have released “Show Some 
Love,” an inspirational R&B song.

Each of the First Ladies has en-
joyed diverse solo singing careers 
before joining forces.

Martha Wash co-headlined the 
OKC Pride Block Party Concert in 
2014 with Taylor Dayne.  She re-
corded the anthemic “It’s  Raining 
Men” as half of The Weather Girls. 
Wash sang lead vocals on Black 
Box’s “Everybody Everybody” and 
“Strike It Up,” and on C+C Music 
Factory’s “Gonna Make You Sweat 
(Everybody Dance Now).” In recent
years, she has performed for 
numerous LGBT events.

“I had such a great experience
the last time I performed at OKC
Pride,” Wash said in a statement. 
“The staff, volunteers, and audi-
ences were so nice. Simply, OKC 
Pride has the BEST audience. We 
intend to have a lot of fun with 
this show and hope that everyone 
will have an awesome time!”

Evelyn “Champagne” King’s big-
gest hit is 1978’s “Shame.” Some 
of her other hits during the era 
include #1 hits“Love Come Down,” 
and “I’m In Love.” Her album Get 
Loose topped the Billboard R&B 
Album chart in 1982 and she        
continued to have success in R&B 
throughout the decade.

“Nothing beats the energy you 
get from an audience showing you 
love – it’s a high unlike anything 
else,” King said.  “And it’s satisfying
as an artist because you know they 
get you and you get them. That 
kind of connection is amazing. 
I love that the vision of James 
Arena’s book is now alive and        
people can experience the joy of 
First Ladies of Disco in such an 
exciting way.” 
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Anita Ward will substitute for Linda Clif-
ford at OKC Pride this year. Perhaps best 
remembered for her smash #1 hit “Ring 
My Bell” from her album Songs of Love, 
Ward told us what she believes the OKC 
Pride crowd can expect.

“I think our music has always crossed 
boundaries and people of every kind come 
together when they hear us,” Ward said 
in a statement. “[We] bridge generations 
because our sound is so powerful…Our 
music gets you on your feet and there’s no 
holding it back. Our audiences can expect 
to be blown away!”

With their talents, the First Ladies of Dis-
co will give a memorable concert to kick 
off the weekend. They can be found on 
Facebook and Twitter, and online at 
firstladiesofdiscoshow.com. The concert 
is free and open to the public.

2016 PRIDE FESTIVAL MAP



This Little Enclave:
A History of OKC Gay Culture 
As Witnessed by Floyd Martin
BY BRANDON BEARD

In 1989, the Oklahoma City gay 
community was a very different 
than it is today, if for no other   
reason than its de facto “mayor,” 
Floyd Martin, had just come out of 
the closet. In the nearly 30 years 
since, he has seen and been en-
trenched in the sweeping changes
that have happened to what he 
calls “this little enclave” that is 
NW 39th St. 

“When I came out, we went to 
Angles,” Martin said, adding that 
the the city’s gay district not only 
served as a center of social life but 
also as an oasis of safety, referring 
to it as, “A district that we’re pro-
tected in.”

“We went to the dance clubs. That’s 
really what it was. … All I knew was 
the bars.”

It’s no secret that the winds of 
change of change have blown wild 
and free in recent years for the gay 
community nationwide, with the 
advent of marriage equality and an 
overall growing acceptance of its 
culture and history. But, according 
to Martin, the road to where we 
are was a long one.

He credits former Angles owner 
and 39th St. landlord Scott Wilson 
with ending a culture of violence, 
hostility and harassment that had 
at its center the Oklahoma City 
Policy Department. He said that in 
1982 Wilson sued the OKCPD, and 

won. Not only did this diminish 
what many considered a threaten-
ing police presence, it opened the 
door for The Strip to blossom into 
a social hub for the gay community 
where its patrons could feel safe to 
be themselves.

Angles was just the beginning of 
the burgeoning gay culture on 
39th St. Soon, other clubs would 
follow, including was then known 
as The Park, Tramps, and The 
Habana Inn, which has perhaps 
the most unique history of all the 
establishments on The Strip. 

Martin said the hotel, which is 
now the largest and most popular 
gay resorts in the country, took its 
current form by being at the right 



okcpride.org  |  Pride Guide 2016  |  25

place at the right time. 

What started as a nightclub and 
car show hotspot, The Habana Inn 
was also known as one of the most 
popular stops for entertainers 
making their way along Route 
66. The hotel fell into disrepair as 
newer hotels cropped up around 
the city, and as the construction of 
Interstate 44 began. Eventually, as 
gay bars began appearing around 
it, the hotel’s owners made the 
decision to embrace that change, 
giving birth to The Habana of 
today. 

Martin said that decision was a 
turning point for Oklahoma City’s 
gay culture, noting that the hotel, 
despite its somewhat infamous 
history, helped lay the foundation 
for the “enclave.” 

Looking back on how The Strip 
has evolved, he said that while the 
bars and clubs of 39th St. have 
served the LBGT community well 
by keeping them safe when they 
needed it most, the need to hide 
behind those walls, thankfully, is 
not as strong as it once was.  

“People don’t have to get caught 
up in a disco anymore,” he said, 
adding that those walls “did what 
they needed to do at the time, and 
the world changed around them.”

 “People can sit and have a drink 
with friends in a bar with windows 
and not be worried about it.”

Martin also gave credit to some 
other OKC gay community lead-
ers, past and present, including 
Keith Smith, Paul Thompson, and 

Victor Gorin. He said they and so 
many others paved the way for the 
city’s future generation of LGBT 
people. 

“When we were just kids running 
around the clubs, they were out 
fighting for change at the state 
capitol,” he said, noting that the 
fight for LGBT rights will always 
be present in Oklahoma City, that 
there will always be bigotry and   
ignorance. 

“Our next battle is trans rights, for 
sure,” he said. He also said that the 
fight for LGBT rights is strong in 
Oklahoma, noting that the nearly 
30 anti-gay pieces of legislation 
that were defeated during the 
most recent legislative session. 

“We’ve still got a long way to go. 
There are still people that hate us.”

There are some who would argue 
that, with the advent of the Inter-
net, gay bars no longer serve their 
original purpose of a place where 
like-minded people could meet 
and congregate, that apps Grindr 
and Facebook have replaced the 
need to go out to meet and greet.

While Martin acknowledges the 
impact the Internet has had on 
the social aspect of gay culture — 
not just in Oklahoma City but ev-
erywhere — there will always be a 
place for “local watering holes.” 

Further, he said that while he is 
uncertain what the future holds 
for The Strip, he suspects it will al-
ways exist in some form or fashion, 
though it will have to find ways to 
adapt to the unavoidable change 
that is an inevitable byproduct 
greater acceptance of LBGT people 



and their culture.

Martin said, though, that he wel-
comes such change but added that 
it will need to be measured and 
deliberate, and not too much too 
soon. 

Noting the recent failure of The 
Apothecary, the bar that attempted
to replace a long-time pillar of The 
Strip, The Park, he said the effort 
might have been more successful 
if it had taken the space’s history 
and iconic status into account. 

“It’s entirely possible that the 
people who liked the Apothecary 
— and there were some, obviously 
not enough, but there were some 
— are probably not the people who 
went to The Park every night. It’s a 
whole different crowd,” he said. 

“People don’t want too much 
change at once. If they had kept the 
name the same, and slowly made it 
non-smoking, and slowly painted 
it red, and slowly introduced jazz 
music in the background, maybe 
they’d have had a chance. But they 
changed everything at once.”

Looking forward, Martin said 
that he would like to see efforts 
to “clean up” the district continue 
to progress. He said the improve-
ments to the area are noticeable, 
such as the decline in the amount 
of prostitution and drug activity. 

“Whether that’s a good or a bad 
thing depends on whether you 
like drugs and prostitutes,” Martin 
said, laughingly.

“I think the flip side of Scott 

Wilson suing the police depart-
ment many years ago is that we’ve 
had a drug and prostitute prob-
lem.”

Martin said that he predicts the 
city will eventually vote to turn 
The Strip into an entertainment 
district in its own right. Also, he 
credits John Gibbons and Brett 
Young with bringing a new ele-
ment to The Strip that, he said, 
has brought a “new element” to 
the district. 

“They brought a class level to 39th 
St. that hasn’t been there in years. 
Because of their involvement, 
they’ve gotten other people in-
volved… just because it’s better for 
everybody.”

Floyd Martin is a well-known member of 
the Oklahoma City LGBTQ community
and commonly referred to as the ‘Gay 
Mayor of OKC’. Floyd recently celebrated
his 50th birthday with a party that filled 
Tramps to capacity and raised hundreds 
of dollars for Other Options. He has 
been an active part of the Gayborhood 
for nearly 30 years. His memory of peo-
ple and events have become a huge part 
of the community’s oral history and the 
tales of his own antics are the stuff of 
legend. These interesting and humorous 
stories have given him an enormous so-
cial media following but find him at OKC 
Pride, buy him a cocktail and he is cer-
tain to regale you with some of his best.
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BEST OF 

FLOYD QUOTES:
• “Never question someone’s motives until AFTER 
   you have had sex with them.”

• (While pouring a drink) “I have fucked up eleven 
   husbands, two wives, both my legs, an ‘05 Cavalier  
   and a Yellow Cab, However, I have never made a 
   bad cocktail in my life”

• “Even tofu tastes good slathered in melted cheese,     
   mayonnaise and a shitload of salt.” 

• “Floyd, do you drink rum?”
   “I’ll drink anything except milk and piss, and 
   I have been known to sample both” 

• “If you are going to take the chance of getting 
   arrested for shoplifting anyway, you might as 
   well grab some Skittles© while you’re at it.”

• “Never turn down pain pills, free booze, blow
   jobs or fried chicken.”

• “Never waste your time with fake friends, 
   non-alcoholic beer or tiny laundry baskets. 
   If you’re gonna do laundry, do a whole fuckin’ load,   
   it’s just as easy and as time consuming, you’re not        
   wasting water and  you have more clean clothes in 
   the end.” 

• “I’ll eat anything but pussy and brussel sprouts, 
   and I tried brussel sprouts one time.” 

FLOYD’S LIFE TIPS:
You’ll never find handicapped parking on Senior Day  
at the casino or a Lesbian bar. On the former you are 
competing with  years of living; the latter, years of 
sliding into home. 

Sundays @ 10:30 AM

Church

2245 NW 39th
Oklahoma City, OK 

(Corner of 39th and Youngs)
405.778.6384 expressionsokc.com

2245 NW 39th
Oklahoma City, OK 

(Corner of 39th and Youngs)
405.778.6384 expressionsokc.com

Sundays @ 10:30 AM

HIV Testing, Education and Services
Hosting for support groups

Community Events 
Weddings

and much more!

2245 NW 39th
Oklahoma City, OK 

(Corner of 39th and Youngs)

405.528.2210 ECCokc.org



BUSINESS

DIVERSITYINC TOP 10 
COMPANIES FOR
LGBT EMPLOYEES

MARRIAGE EQUALITY LAWS

SPORTS

DEMOGRAPHICS

Number of LGbT AduLTs

There continues to be differing views on the 
percent of the U.S. adult population that is 
LGBT. The Williams Institute/Gallup says 
3.5 percent, while Harris Interactive/Witeck 
Communications says 6.8 percent. Other  
estimates range as high as 10 percent.

AverAGe HouseHoLd INcome

Home owNersHIp

1. AT&T
2. Wells Fargo
3. MassMutual Financial Group
4. Time Warner
5. Eli Lilly and Company
6. EY
7. KPMG
8. Target
9. IBM
10. Aetna

Clay Aiken

Chaz Bono

Anderson Cooper

Ellen DeGeneres

Melissa Etheridge

Jodie Foster

Neil Patrick Harris

Elton John

Adam Lambert

k.d. lang

Jane Lynch

Rachel Maddow

Ricky Martin

Ian McKellen

George Michael

Rosie O’Donnell

Suze Orman

Raven-Symoné

Michelle Rodriguez

Michael Stipe

Wanda Sykes

Chely Wright

LGbT buyING power

promINeNT opeNLy LGbT execuTIves

Beth Brooke-Marciniak, Global Vice 
Chair – Public Policy, EY (No. 3 in 
the DiversityInc Top 50) 

Renee Brown, Senior Vice President and  
Director of Social Media, Wells Fargo (No. 17)

George Kalogridis, President, Walt Disney 
World (The Walt Disney Company is No. 34)

Sources: Gallup, Harris Interactive, Human Rights Campaign, 
U.S. Census Bureau, The Williams Institute, Witeck Communications

Issues marriage  
licenses to  

same-gender couples

Restricts marriage 
to between one man 

and one woman

Allows civil unions 
or domestic 
partnerships

Openly Gay athletes in tOp 5 U.s. prOfessiOnal leaGUes

Robbie Rogers, Major League Soccer
Jason Collins, National Basketball Association
Michael Sam, National Football League*
*Selected in 2014 NFL draft

Facts & Figures

2006         $660 billion

2013  $830 billion

120k
110k
100k
80k
60k
40k
20k

Unmarried 
Opposite-Gender 

Couples

Married 
Opposite-Gender

 Couples

Same-Gender 
Couples

$66,516
$97,682

$111,769

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

Unmarried 
Opposite-Gender 

Couples

Married 
Opposite-Gender

 Couples

Same-Gender 
Couples

42.0%

79.9% 68.4%

POPULAR CULTURE

promINeNT opeNLy LGbT peopLe

© 2014 DiversityInc PAGE 1

DiversityInc 
MEETING IN A BOX LGBT Pride Month For All Employees



Kink Weekend in Oklahoma City
JULY 15-17,  2016

Find the part of yourself you never knew existed. You may see it as dark but by the end of this weekend, you 
will be filled with a light of pride with the things you can learn about yourself. Engorge your mind with some-
thing new at titillating. KINK Weekend OKC 2016 is an opportunity to explore yourself and others like no 
other public event can offer!

KINK Weekend is a weekend-long event packed with entertainment, educational seminars, ample social                 
opportunities and the steamy contest for Mr. Route 66. Come out and press the flesh with your local and national 
kink celebrities, slip inside for the kink fetish show, get wet at the pool party, expand your boundaries during 
educational workshops, bump and grind at the dance party, tie one on with live demos and wouldn’t it feel good 
to watch the boys and pups play in their very own water park while you enjoy a cigar in our cigar tent? If you are 
going to look HOT, get the latest styles and gear at the Vendor Mart so you can enjoy the attention of the match 
that lights your fire!

Why join this adventure? Because you will have a great time, learn about lifestyles you may have been curious 
about or may not even know existed and a portion of all proceeds benefit Other Options to help enrich the lives 
of people living with HIV/AIDS. Register today at KinkWeekendOKC.com 



Love is Love
3RD ANNUAL MASS WEDDING 
CEREMONY AT OKC PRIDE 2016

For the third year since Oklahoma’s ban on same-sex marriage was overturned on October 6, 2014 and 
marriage equality was made the law of the land nationally by the Supreme Court on June 26, 2015, OKC Pride 
will host its “Love is Love” mass wedding ceremony on the main Pride Stage Saturday, June 25 at 6pm. Any 
couple wishing to be legally married or renew their vows are invited to join this emotionally touching service 

before all of your peers at OKC Pride.

The wedding ceremony is non-de-
nominational and will be officiated 
by Pastor Neil Coffman of Expres-
sions Church and Reverend Lori 
Walke of Mayflower Congregational 
UCC. This year there will be no cost 
to participants however they must 
obtain their marriage license from 
the county prior to the wedding. Each 
participating couple will receive a 
floral bouquet and other gifts as well 
as a courtesy reception following 
the ceremony. Previous year’s “Love 
is Love” ceremonies have been a 
highlight of the OKC Pride weekend 
activities and an experience all will 
cherish for a lifetime. 

Any couples seeking additional 
information or wishing to join “Love 
is Love” 2016, may register at ok-
cpride.org.



TRANSCENDING DIFFERENCES
OKC PRIDE’S SECOND ANNUAL MENTAL HEALTH, 

EDUCATION, AND PREVENTION SYMPOSIUM

OKC Pride is hosting its 2nd An-
nual Mental Health, Prevention 
and Education Symposium on Sat-
urday, June 17 at Dunlap-Codding 
on Film Row in Oklahoma City. 
The Symposium will address 
proven methods for reducing the 
barriers to providing quality 
services to the gender diverse 
community. Recent advances in 
gender equality have brought with 
them new questions and potential 
fears for  both service providers 
and those they serve. Our goal is 
to increase the number of mental
health professionals providing
quality treatment to gender 
diverse populations through 
professional education.
 
The objective of the 2016 OKC 
Pride Annual Mental Health, Edu-
cation and Prevention Symposium 
is to develop and enhance profes-
sional skills and knowledge in 
prevention, recognition, assess-
ment and treatment of mental 
health. Discussions will highlight 
emerging knowledge, best prac-
tices and innovative approaches 
to integrated care, with emphasis 
on increased access to appropriate 
high quality prevention, interven-
tion, and supports that impact re-
lationships, behavioral health, and 
spiritual well-being, and inclusive 
of special populations and cultur-
al/ethnic diversity, as well as ethi-
cal considerations. Many of these

workshops qualify for Continuing 
Education Units in various profes-
sional fields and sessions include:

· Meet and Hear Inspiring Stories     
  from Gender Diverse Experts 
· Neuropychiatry of Gender 
  Identity
· Gender Diverse Ally Training 
· Ally Support Groups
· Gay Affirmative Therapeutic  
  Services
· Health Disparities among 
  the Transgender Community 
· Reducing Recidivism with 
  Gender Diverse Clients 
· How to Create a Safe Space 
  for Young People – Learn to 
  Listen to Learn

These workshops are designed to 
benefit licensed mental health
professionals, social workers, 

psychologists, behavioral health 
specialists, physicians, nurses, 
case managers, alcohol and drug 
counselors, peer support special-
ists, physician assistants, allied 
healthcare workers, health edu-
cation professionals, prevention 
specialists, administrative teams, 
health policy experts, students in 
healthcare fields, clergy, correc-
tions and law enforcement offi-
cers, community planning special-
ists, public health officials, friends, 
famly and allies. The Symposium 
is offered without cost to mental 
health professional, however do-
nations are appreciated. There is a 
fee of $10 per credit hour for pro-
fessionals seeking Continuing Ed-
ucation Units. Breakfast and lunch 
will be provided. Please register 
online at okcpride.org.
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Delmar Gardens Food Truck Park
NOW OPEN IN THE HISTORIC OKC FARMERS MARKET DISTRICT

The long awaited grand opening of the Delmar Gardens 
Food Truck Park in the Historic Oklahoma City Farmers 
Market District was celebrated May 6 with live music, 
pop-up vendors, food trucks and lots of revelry.  You 
can now enjoy the varied and unique offerings of the 
food trucks daily Tuesday through Sunday.

The Delmar Gardens Food Truck Park features ten          
electric powered spaces that will service rotating food 
truck and mobile retail vendors from 10AM to 10PM 
with the exception of Mondays. A 3,000 square foot 
dining pavilion provides 100 seats for customers along 
with attractive landscaping and a custom 1952 Dodge 
Pickup Truck converted to unique signage. As a family 
friendly food truck park, Delmar Gardens is open to all 
ages and will provide service at lunch, happy hour, and 
dinner in addition to movie screenings, live music and 
entertainment regularly.  Alcohol is available across the 
street at The Power House Bar & Grill, but will be avail-
able on-site during special events.

Beyond the daily offerings of food, which can be found 
on the website www.delmargardensokc.com, the Park is 
available for rent for special events by contacting the 
administrative offices at (405) 232-6506.



DOG FRIENDLY 
PRIDE FRIENDLY
DOG FRIENDLY 

PRIDE FRIENDLY

OKC’s Newest, Funnest, Dog Friendly Hangout
Located in Midtown at
1234 North Western

Call for reservations, Not!





Two-Spirit Society to lead
Grand Entry for OKC Pride Parade

The Central Oklahoma Two-Spirit Society will lead the 
procession as the Grand Entry for the 2016 OKC Pride 
Parade. Grand Entry is a Native American Indian tra-
dition involving the Color Guard carrying in the flags 
(state, federal, and tribal) to demonstrate a uniting
of the nations. Grand Entry is a time to honor and 
respect all the ones that have gone before us that 
have fought and those still fighting for our cause as 
LGBTQT people: EQUALITY, PRIDE, PROUD. They 
honor them through prayers, songs, dance, and 
drumming. Central Oklahoma Two-Spirit Society 
extend an open invitation to Natives to come join our 
walk of advancement and solidarity in the 2016 OKC 
Pride Parade, whether you identify as Two-Spirit or ally.
 
The 2016 OKC Pride Parade will be held Sunday, June 
26 at 6pm. Lineup is from 4-5pm at the intersection of 
Classen and NW 39th. The parade will proceed down 
NW 39th Street from Classen to Youngs and a crowd 
of nearly 40,000 is expected to attend. Anyone wishing 
to ender a float, vehicle or walking group may register 
at www.okcpride.org. Those marching with the Two-
Spirit Grand Entry need not register separately.
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Tel: 405-285-WOOF (9663)
gentlecareanimalhospital@coxinet.net

17200 N. May  Ste 900
Edmond, OK  73012
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Gentle Care Animal Hospital-Dr Chris Rispoli-05152015-GaylyNP-BA1-Rev4 w Marks.pdf   1   5/15/2015   3:07:22 PM

. Opened Gentle Care Animal Hospital 2006

.
Dr. Chris

OSU Vet School Degree 1997
Practiced 5 Years South Florida

Day Practice 19 Years
. .

Practiced Critical Care Medicine 6 Years.
Office Hours

Mon/Wed/Thur/Fri
730AM-600PM

Tues/Sat
730AM-1200PM

Closed Sundays

GENTLE CARE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Gentle Care 
Animal Hospital

While your four legged family members
are with us, don‛t be concerned in the
event of a Storm.  Our New Kennels

 are being constructed to Storm Shelter
standards to protect your family members.

New Cl
inic L

ate 2
016
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PRIDE CONCERT
2015



PRIDE CONCERT
2015
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Thank you for your hard 
work to make sure we all 
have the freedom to love 

whomever we want. 

Enjoy Pride weekend, 
you’ve earned it!

- Senator Kay Floyd

KAYFLOYDFOROKLAHOMA.COM 
KAY
FLOYD

STATE SENATE



Keeping the fabulous South Central United States informed of 
current news and events affecting the LGBTQ community

PROUD sponsor of OKC Pride 2016

www.gayly.com

(405) 496-0011

The South Central region’s only LGBT news source



okcpride.org  |  Pride Guide 2016  | 43

OKC PRIDE
PARADE 2015



Remember to sign up for the 4th Annual Equality Run 
Sunday, June 26th 

www.equalityrunokc.org 
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OKC PRIDE
PARADE 2015
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1867 “Father of the LGBT Movement” 
Karl-Heinrich Ulrichs is first to speak 
out for gay rights

1903 First recorded raid on gay bathhouse, 
in New York City; 12 men charged 
with sodomy

1924 Society for Human Rights, first gay-
rights organization in United States, 
is founded. It is shut down by police 
within a few months

1945 Veterans Benevolent Association, 
first LGBT veterans group, is formed

1952 Christine Jorgensen becomes 
first American to have gender-
reassignment surgery

1955 Daughters of Bilitis, first national 
U.S. lesbian organization, is formed

1958 In first case regarding LGBT rights, 
Supreme Court protects First 
Amendment rights of ONE: The 
Homosexual Magazine

1962  Illinois becomes first state to 
remove sodomy from criminal code

1966 National Planning Conference of 
Homophile Organizations is formed

1969 Stonewall Riots in New York gain 
national attention for gay rights

1970 First Gay Liberation Day March 
is held in New York City; similar 
events are held in Los Angeles and 
San Francisco

1973 American Psychiatric Association 
removes “homosexuality” as a 
mental disorder

1974 Kathy Kozachenko (Ann Arbor, Mich., 
City Council) becomes first openly 
LGBT candidate to win elective office 
in U.S.

1975 Minneapolis becomes first city to 
pass law protecting transgender 
people from discrimination

1978 Rainbow flag is first used as symbol 
of gay pride

1979 First national gay-rights march is 
held in Washington, D.C.

1980  David McReynolds becomes first 
openly LGBT person to run for 
President, for Socialist Party USA

1982 Wisconsin is first state to ban 
discrimination on basis of sexual 
orientation in employment, housing 
and public accommodations

1983 U.S. Representative Gerry Studds 
(Mass.) becomes first openly gay 
member of Congress

1986 In Bowers v. Hardwick, Supreme 
Court upholds Georgia law banning 
homosexual sex

1989 Denmark becomes first country to 
legalize same-gender partnerships

1991 First TV kiss between same-gender 
couple, two women on L.A. Law

1993 “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy allows 
gays/lesbians to serve in U.S. 
military as long as they are closeted

1993 Minnesota passes first state-wide 
law prohibiting discrimination against 
transgender people

1993 Assistant Secretary for Fair Housing 
and Equal Opportunity Roberta 
Achtenberg becomes first openly 
LGBT official confirmed by Senate

Timeline

1867

1952

1969

1979

1974
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1994 Deborah Batts becomes first openly 
LGBT federal judge

1996 In Romer v. Evans, Supreme Court says 
gays and lesbians have same right to 
be protected against discrimination as 
non-LGBT people

1996 President Clinton signs Defense of 
Marriage Act (DOMA) into law 

1999 California becomes first state to 
legalize domestic partnerships for 
same-gender couples

2000 Vermont becomes first state to legalize 
civil unions for same-gender couples

2000 President Clinton declares June Gay 
and Lesbian Pride Month

2003 In Lawrence v. Texas, Supreme Court 
overturns 1986 ruling and declares 
anti-sodomy laws unconstitutional

2004 Massachusetts becomes first state to 
legalize same-gender marriage

2007 DiversityInc requires domestic-partner 
benefits as a prerequisite to make 
DiversityInc Top 50 list

2008 Diego Sanchez is hired as senior 
policy adviser by openly gay U.S. 
Representative Barney Frank (Mass.), 
making him first transgender staffer on 
Capitol Hill

2009 President Obama signs law making it 
a federal crime to assault someone 
because of sexual orientation or gender 
identity

2009 President Obama declares June 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender 
Pride Month

2009 Respect for Marriage Act introduced 
in Congress; would repeal DOMA and 
require government to recognize legal 
same-gender marriages

2010 President Obama signs law ending 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy 

2010 Supreme Court agrees to hear Edith 
Windsor’s case, which challenges the 
constitutionality of the Defense of 
Marriage Act

2011 Obama administration announces it will 
actively combat anti-LGBT efforts by 
other countries

2012 Ellen DeGeneres is named JCPenney 
spokesperson; CEO Ron Johnson 
supports her—and her strong values—
despite protests from group calling 
itself “One Million Moms”

2012 Seven LGBT candidates win election 
into U.S. House and Senate

2013 Supreme Court strikes down section of 
DOMA that denies federal benefits to 
legally married same-gender couples

2013 Department of the Treasury announces 
that legal same-gender marriages will 
be recognized for federal tax purposes

2014 Department of Justice announces that 
legally married same-gender couples 
will receive equal protection in every 
program it administers

2014 National Basketball Association player 
Jason Collins becomes first gay athlete 
to play in one of the U.S.’s four major 
sports leagues

2014 Illinois becomes 17th state to allow 
same-gender marriage

2014 Several state legislatures continue 
to try to pass “religious freedom” 
bills designed to allow discrimination 
against LGBT people

1980

Timeline cont.

1983

1994

2012

2014
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POST PARADE 
CONCERT 2015



Relax Inside With Us!
While your vehicle is being
cleaned, come in and enjoy
FREE coffee and WiFi while
you wait. It’s always a clean 
and comfortable experience
here at Red Carpet Car Wash!

Full Service Car Wash
Exterior Wash - Towel Dry

and Detail Center

208 S. Air Depot • 737-8807
 6405 N. May • 840-4477
5100 N. Penn • 840-4446

7224 W. Hefner • 773-7222

www.redcarpetokc.com
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PRIDE BOWLING 
TOURNAMENT 2015



SECOND CHANCE
PROM 2016
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YEAR ROUND 
P R I D E  E V E N T S

OKC Pride at MLK Parade

OKC Pride President Michael Clark at 
Supreme Court Marriage Equality Decision

 2015 OKC Pride Board Retreat 

Gay Day at the Oklahoma City Zoo

 OKC Pride at 2015 St. Patrick’s Parade
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YEAR ROUND 
P R I D E  E V E N T S

2015 OKC Pride Christmas Party

OKC Pride at 2015 Mental Health Symposium

OKC Pride at 2015 Halloween Parade 2015 OKC Pride Halloween Block Party

2015 OKC Pride Halloween Block Party



2500 North May  ·  Oklahoma City, OK 73107  ·  405.842.2444
9221 North Penn Place  ·  Casady Square  ·  Oklahoma City, OK 73120

800.326.4029  ·  www.newleafflorist.net  ·  www.newleafokc.com

#newleafokc

Love Free

New Leaf Ad.indd   1 5/16/16   11:48 AM
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NEW & HIGH END CONSIG



Celebrate

7101 Miramar Blvd
Oklahoma City, OK 73111
Reservations Recommended
405.478.1417
www.jbruners.com

OKC Pride!
f r o m  y o u r  f r i e n d s  a t

Same Romantic Location,
Expanded menu!
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